
 

 

Based on the distinct fashion worn by the young women in the photograph, the image was most 
likely taken in the mid-1890s. 

The most telling feature is the prominent "leg-of-mutton" or "gigot" sleeves seen on many of the 
individuals. These sleeves, which are very large and puffy at the shoulder and taper down to the 
cuff, were at the absolute height of fashion between approximately 1894 and 1896. 

Other stylistic details in the photograph support this timeframe: 

• High Necklines: The high, often stiff, collars were standard for respectable daywear 
during the 1890s. 

• Fitted Bodices: The bodices are tightly tailored to the torso, creating the fashionable 
hourglass silhouette of the era. 

• Skirt Shape: The skirts are A-line or bell-shaped and lack the prominent bustle that 
defined the fashion of the 1870s and 1880s. 

• Hairstyles: The updos, with hair gathered on top of the head or in a bun at the back, 
were also typical for this period. 

The combination of these elements, especially the exaggerated sleeves, firmly places the 
photograph in the mid-1890s, a time of significant and recognizable fashion trends in the late 
Victorian era. 


